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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

Deputy Director (Intelligence) 


THROUGH: 

SUBJECT: 

REFERENCE: 


Discontinuance of the CIA Foreign Radio 
Frequency Usage Reference Facility 

Memorandum for DCI from AD/CR dated 
23 November 1959, same subject 


DD/P has had onlyT s^ma'll'llt^ referenced memorandum since the 
Radio Stations Branch. Holver ttaVstTich 

functions ot '^3^ rdT‘"” 

they cannot be carried out aomewhere else Tf th. 
completely eliminated as a U S r-rt * ^ functions were 

might not be adequately covered to interests 

complicated problem of radio frequencies.”'® “ involving the 


i<.ichard M. Bissell, Jr. ~ V 
Deputy Director ' 
(Plans) 
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|~£xecufive"R^^ivy 

C E K T a A L INTELLIGEHCE AGENCY 
OFFICE Cff" CEOTRAL REFER®ICE 


MffiORANDUM POHs Director of Centrel intelligen©© 
SUBJECT 


23 November 19$9 




8 mssontlniiaaoe of the CIA Foreign Radio 
Frequency Usage Reference Facility 

lo This memorandum contains recomnmdatlons in 9 

involving the USIB and the NSCo 

2. In keeping «ith dlreeUves fra. the m/I to effect sortala 
reductions in OCfi ly Juno 30^ 19 ( 0 , ue haw concluded that it is 
prefewble to ellalnato s dicciete unit rsther then to alloccte snti 
acio« the boerd «.d therein reduce further the operetional c^ebaiUes 
of aeuerel units. BecBiee the niseion of the Sndlo StcUcns Bratuh Is 
Sh neny reopects less closely releted to the rein thrust of CIA r«- 

sponsiblliues, »» hove selected it aa the unit to abolish in order to 

save 30 peapleo 

3. me Sadie station. Branch (SSB) was established in early Wi. 
n»rsu«.t to NSC 1®, Its uiseion Includes the collection end nainten««e 
uf a eentralisad naehlne controUed file of informUon on foreign redio 
fiecprency usege and radio oteUons particulars. Irfonoatl*. «.gardJng 

Y 0 l®e of bualneaa, soutca of requests, and customer euel,iatt.<n,, is 

aujSEaslsed in (TAB '*A®)o 

i. P»^ose of possibly reconsendlng its dlscontirau^^ 

»nw under review another function started pursuant to NSC l®i the evalu- 
ation of the technical effectiveness of o.s. Inteimtlonal brcateaating. 
tmc this evalueticn function is related to the Sadlo SUtlons Branch 
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Easfe is faaed with tlje same problem we have in maMjjg redustionso KS4 
did offer to a®^pt i««poaaibiIity, pmvldBd w® fuadsh and indefinitely 
support 10 aaalystao Under this arrangement^ we would need at least one 
adsatl®!^ in CIA to serve in staff sapasityo >.MIe this weiad seats to 



the m/I automatte date prceesaing feasibllltj m samot further 

reduce our operating u^lta wltisout aerlously disrupting .Aguiar ser^teea 
rendered the ©aamaityo 

6o Stee HSB W3 establishec! to NSC we do not f@el 

the DOI should aboliah it idtfeout notifying the HSG„ NSC A®tte 1^0 
did reaeind NSC 169, but did so subje©t to the understanding that ^Smh 
leggiasioii is note of UbbU, intended te e«»el or ©hange acy of tiie 
pregt&m mtharlmd ©r being carried mt under NSC 169 o o o*«o In 'dew 
of this wording^ we believe that formal NSC action 'may not be requiarM 
but that notification of intent to the Eb^uti^ Seeretexy will aufftee^ 

To Ths BS3 ®is desired t© provide a serdeQ of 
a epeolaM.od field, it has been so ccnsidered by tte. tetelligen©e 
Qmmnity since its Ime^lon despite lack of a S»ia ©orerfrig ite 
cperatioMq Hon3©g w® belis'ire you should notify IJSIB xas^ra of 
plans to discontinue this serrice prior to going to the NSCo 
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8o «f ncuflcuon to the HSC ehoold be via OCSH 

«ev Of the eoerdloatog leepeeeihmiy of that egeoe, «SC AoUoo 
1910 h (2) o 

a. That DCI approve present 008 plans for dUeontinulng 

the «adlo StaUons Bransh at the end of the eurient 
fissal yoaro 

b. That EM Plate the draft matorandna for the &ceoutlve 
Seoretary. (ISC. on the USIB agenda for noting and such 
diacusaion aa it evoke (TAB*«B”)o 

Co That DCI then sign the draft and foreapd it to the 

NSC via OSDHo I 1 


i'AUL Ao BOREJf 

Assistant Director 
Central ftefsrenoe 


SiiiEi 
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f'l X T S 3 S 


flTES iNTIltLiSS 

go»ii5.’ss cw locuj-iENmncsa 




TAB »A" 

.3 Ssi3tari^!)a2^ 


B ^3 ii R 


S,'?®-asSi 


r-»=xsrrtr‘j:.-_--«ir. ^szzsism 


des4si®:a tdia. fee ©^irp^iat f^^jssCi Tm?o 

u^Q JteatiT® §@©r.stej c> thrT :wOL6 




. ., Xbis P®Sp®3© q£ 'li.r '^T/'-iw?'-^ 

rig'^aea., ®<2 t» fursisfc iBfojraati®!! afc©a-^ f«n ^’2s P’rsp-jO' 

o^-Wom. ^isemsltms b^txma iatcipssted pns’S®r^ ^ urjs,;ai Sa 

3.;. The H©ai@' Statlcas BT>.-ir!( 7 »h 7 , 

.■.Tj3V!l-4i of NSC ©sMcffl ©E NSC 15'i H 1^51^ as a 

:.a:. NSG iifS'feion IJIC^ feted I?' iy^v„ S3 s=a.iiiai;.iC'tei 

•■■U.® ©/. iiiferrcatica ©a -f©;.'^%-^ r&Mo m.'sMM'S mu^imMsd 

^^■•taemit-assleatiosae fi®?,$L iesl^jjinp. •'^g®Q'3ics r-^ t-te 

■.'■chiewv, DsasAngFI 1959 o Ps^^gKise la 

.-::;ns®3:7o ts®ff®8 -^»^4.uteno of (jj^acn^ (soq fm «5A»)<, Mala 


NSiv 

FJSI 

OG-DM 


620 » ' 

^^7? ^• 

2^1 ffi 


^:j;»Hvrf ,fj 


,|0f5 

;i8 

:l& 

6 

m 


^ ki> A;a© besic pttbllea'feiejs of p-SB Jsi liiT^ -’ Sti'-t,^ t ^n- 
,,2ejfgjj^ (ow) of Bhi*h !.,CD 


;Jt3 

!Si?isEs.T':L'j©d ia. f. 


of sok^kIg© -7„ 

Rgs;^ ■'^ ivUi r®.4pi3M^ iTvoat-lj® a.f3 


0 3 Oi 'i.TiKLsJj ®5?®©gpt-sd <js fjj,|3 


S»£<=C«R«=E=fi‘ 
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25X1 


25X1 


25X1 




TiUs 

3 Septen&er 


Placed On 


CIA) 
*~TS)I » 
OSl 


PIC 

om 

OCR 

OCX 

Total DEE 
DDS <=> 
lOP e» 


1037 

97 

83 

68 

It 

1 


Totia CIA 


TSPSEm o 
NSA 


Nan^ 

AF 

Coast Gua^Pd 
Total 
USIA 

^om 


620 

90 

8h 

36 


r 


LCitomioatioEs SoiWssioa 


Toisr 


Total NoseDa£e]3g)@ 
Total Cffisjaralty 
Grmd Total 


1290 

20 $ 

32 

iai 



it?? 

26lt 

180 

129 

26 

5 

It 

1 

tniKBSna* 


19^ 

3lt56 




2ho^ 


31oi^ 


lOC^ 
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25X1 


25X1 


SoB«c-R-E«rp 


TAB »C»» 

3 Septouber 1959 


Fsm ^ttera riecelTOd 
grcm ueera of ScrvygiT^ 


omce wc^s f rosT the ®«*^e which av' 

that infOCTiatlon essential to the efficient^ « has been oar 03q)e24.eace 

Unitea'Bto^MomaSm *”**”«»« Serrtcaa, 

«£ this «rflce •W«ciauia 

the prepar.u<m of tho vaS<SlStoe^o^»J^® Btottoo. B«Mh in 

muma. Freipoocy iteglot«SS»^Sri?s^?^T' !£ 

V^ytoo«i0Mttog Service, Thio St. ff ^ 

interested govenaaent agencies, a vew i other 

analysis of tte IFRB draft nlan naa«hwrs in the 

broadcasting effiS! States 

lalwrtant coraparlsons which would*not possible nangr 

tabulated data has alreadjr been uasd\^^fjhi feasible otherwise* The 
goverament cojumltteos as a Ssis^or aeveral other 

High Freq^^ncy Broadca^ posiUon for the 

to bo volcble to our 

ciaUon for the sen/ices rendered^^ie KaSo appre« 

in furnishing tiweJy radio facilitSa^fS?/^^of® » » « 

Of this oorrtce, ^ ajonoy^SS Slsce the icspti«, 

has found it to be imauablo in **“ produot and 

tions studies* The fieacLbilitv in certain teleconnaanicae 

in amr sequency or ciilS^ infox^^® 

tl^ necessity for manual sorting and sel«GfJ^ hej^it* This obviates 
o)^ method available to us ^fr^ 

This ^en^ has a contiauing need of this valuahif*^^^^ inforaation* 
«*n»lodgo our sincere wreciaUon for your *° 

potential as 


»I 



end nSeelrS:^ eS T^SlaSlf 
agencleso® national security 
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S**E^C '*R*E*^ 
* 2 « 



TAB »C» 

C0tIB-.D*li5 
3 September 19$$ 

.f 0^^; "5^* ««« 

raqoirenent oi the £epartaent‘'of *" ujpeeot 

^tem in certain B^tegicalJy.ijinM?Sn/j^ «!rair^ radtenadgatUm 
a vexy aubstanUal cowtiSuSw i *8^ »«**® 

drta eutattted Ig. the U.S. ^ ~»«<.rlng 

£w Tfc Mft PetersoQa Office of the Chief «f Mavai t. 

raent of the Waijy* "The Radio fatatione Branch biwfrfS Ppei^onap Bepart» 
not obtainable in the owra«t.a^ "ranch J>royide8 a service which is 

U. S. <totalled tom in my oth» 

Jttenttcn ooi^ be ■Wfy datlr. it partlcnlar 

f raqn^ apectmn halo. 60 “* 

usage by each of the Soviet Moe »ec«ma » «. « also to fretfoency 

dthln^ ^ cSnSIS^SnS^^ « «U «» etvilUn ua.re’^ 

Depai^f^t^J”'^! Teleeonandctiona Wdaia,. 

AgW for Se ^ L ^ ^xpTtiaB appreciation to the 

Branch in preparatitm the analvS??^^^^ ^ ^*adio Statiwxs 
monitor datj^o* unaiys ^f a l&yge aiiiount of mieceHaneous 
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TAB "B" 


23 Novendaer 1959 


MSiOSANDUM FOR* ^secutiv® Seoaretaxy 

National Security Council 


VIA 

SUBJECT 


< Dlrtstor of Civil and Befenao MObiUaatloa 
I Poratgn Stdlo Fraqnancjr Usage Haferencc FaelUty 


1. In view of OUP current prtoriLUee and the need for effecting 
personnel and budgetary cuts. 1 have concluded that thie Agency c«mot 
continue to operate its foreign radio frequency usage reference facili- 
ties (the Eadlo Statl<«s Branch) org«di,.d pursuant to KSC 1© (reaolnrhni 

ty NSC Astion 1910) o 

We have dlecusaed a proposal to discontinue this service st 
the end of the current fiscal year rrltli tile major user agenoles and 
Wl» the United Sutes Intelligence Board. While «U Interested 

agencies would like Ihia mtivl ty to be continued, none is In a 

position to take it ove3?o 

3o CIA itself aseounts for hk% of the demands made on the Radi© 
Staticsie Braneho Outalcte of ciAg tJje largest m&m are the National 
Security Ageni^ (1^4 ef requests letled)^ the United States Infcxm-Uon 
Agency and the Office of Civil and Eefenae Koblliaiatlon (8^)o 

ho In ny opirAons the diecontlnuanse of our pregrams in the field 
of radio frequency usage, while undeslr^le, will b® 
would an reduction of ota:er prog'*,n«8 of this Ag®n^, I «« 

prepared to adjust CIA programs to ^duce. If net elindnate, px^«nt 
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» 2 » 

itependance on the Sedio StatLone 

««» owixxane urmush, and hope other users may do 

lUceeise* 

«d BoMIumoo IB view hi. .oe^HhetlhE «.p<».lbUltl«i 

under NSC Actio® 1910, 


AU^ V, OttllsiB 
Director 


S-E-C-R-E*T 
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j TAB ’•B* 

A 

F 

T 


23 November 1959 


MMOR/INDUM FORs SiEeoutlve Secretary 

Natloiuil Seeuilty Council 


VIA 

SUBJECT 


8 Director of Civil and Defense Mo bi lisation 
s Forei®! Radio Frequency Usage Reference Paelllty 


io In view of our current prloritioB and the need for effeetlag 
personnel and badgetaiy cuts* I have concluded that this Agency cannot 
centime to derate its forei^i radio frequency usage reference fs®m» 

ties (the Radio Stations Bra^h) ©rganissed pursuant to KSC 169 Cwacinde< 
NSJ itetion 1910} 0 


2o We have discussed a proposal to dissontime this aarvics at 
the end of the ©urront fiscal year with me major user agencies and 
wito the United States Intelllgense Beardo While interested 
agencies wou2.d like this a^tivt,ty to be eontinueda none is in a 
position to take it overo 


3o CIA itself accounts for of the demancla made on the fteuii© 
Statims Bsm&ho Outelsie of CIA, the largest ueew are the Katieml 
Sccurf.'ty Agency (16$ of requests levied), the United States Information 
Agenqr md tha ^flee of Civil and Defense !•&bilisatlon (S$)o 

liQ la ry opinion, the dis©ont4mmi80 of mr pwgrams in the field 
of radio frequer^ usage, while undesirable, uill be l&m harmful than 
would an equivalent reduction of other programs of this Agensyo I 
prepared to adjust CIA programs to reduoe, if not eliadaate, present 
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S-E-C-R-E-T 
*» 2 ?» 

**^’**^<*6n«« on the Radio Staldooe 

owivLooe isrwatih, and hope other users may do 

UJcewlse* 

S. ^ ® this iWMMnto ta»i«h WiM 

®nd Defense Moht llss'tion in vieir of hia 

Of file coordinating responsibilities 

under MSC Action mo. 


A1I«bi V, Dulles 
Direotor 


S-E-C**-E<»T 
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memorandum FOR; Mr. Dulles 

Just beiore you left for Florida you said 
you wished to take this matter up at yourDeputie. 
Meeting when you returned. 




FMC 

30 December 59 

roTrEl 
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